Choose a database

A. If available, use the database's controlled vocabulary:
• A controlled vocabulary provides one term for a concept that may have different names.
• Controlled vocabularies help create exhaustive and unambiguous searches.
• MEDLINE's controlled vocabulary is Medical Subject Headings (MeSH). For example, myocardial infarction is the MeSH for heart attack. Using the term myocardial infarction retrieves articles on both heart attack and myocardial infarction in MEDLINE.
B. Include synonyms and use truncation:
• Include synonyms and abbreviations to broaden your search and to help ensure comprehensiveness for ideas not yet identified in a standard thesaurus.
• Use truncation to search for alternate endings of search terms. • Apply limits one at a time to control search results.
• Popular limits include English language and date ranges.
Limit results
Explain the search process in the methodology section of any report. Include the following:
• Search terms (indicate if controlled vocabulary was used)
• Boolean operators • Databases searched
Use Boolean operators to combine search terms
• Any limits applied 
